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Site Description
oca t ion

The \RCO Research I ab Site is located at 400 East 147th Street in Harvey, Cook County,
I l l i n > i s . I h e \vestern boundary of the site parallels the Illinois Central Railroad or Metra
Flee nc commuter rail .me, the northern boundary is 147th Street, the eastern boundary of
the Mte is adjacent to I i e ld Elementary School, and the southern boundary of the site is
adiacent to o the r i n d u s t r i a l f a c i l i t i e s . 'I he nearest residential areas are appioximateK •>()() feet
froii' the s i t e ! the neare^ iod\ of water is the Calumet River, approximately 2,400 feet
east > f the s i ! <

2 )escription of threat

Samples were collected of suspected asbestos-containing material from the main bui lding and
u i u imdmg i ' l n i d m g ^ u u i m g a I .S. ni 'A ~ , i t e unestigalion in Apr i l 2oi<2. .^aniple.^ \ \ e re

col lec ted from pipe i n s u l a t i o n , c e i l i n g t i l e paper, floor t i le , and duct i n s u l a t i o n . Samples



i nd i ca t ed the presence of asbestos (25-30%) in these materials, w i t h an es imated 135,000
square feet of A( 'M. I t was obser\ ed that 50% of the ACM was damaged, loose, or had
fal len to the ground and mixed \\ i l h other building debris. Several containers, w i t h their
contents unknown, were observed throughout the property and in several buildings, \ccess
to t le property and b u i l d i n g is unrestricted, a l lowing for fu tu re vandalism and potent ia l for
IIa A day-care f a c i l i t y and elementary school are directly east of the fac l i t y posing a
po ten t i a l direct contact threat to ch i ldren

i Site background

flu Site is the former location of the ARCO Chemical Research facility, comprising
numerous buildings on 30 acres in Harvey, Illinois. The site was acquired by BP Amoco in
the 1980s and later closed around 1090. \ developer attempted to lease oat the various
b u i l . l i n g s but on lv attracted a few tenants . The City of Harvey acquired t l ie property in the
mn! 1900s due to d e l i n q u e n t taxes The site includes numerous bui ld ings inc lud ing
research/off ices , p o w e r p lan t , and ernpt\ above-ground tank farm, and u t i l i t y tunnels w i t h
p i p * s c o n t a i n i n g ACM One company manufactured l ignosulfa te , an agnc i l t u r a l food
add l i v e . and d u s t suppressant. I he company lef t a s igni f icant amount of product anil waste
at t l e s i t e

I'he site is cu r ren t ly \ a c a n t w i t h extensive vanda l i sm and unsecured entrances. Extens ive
damage is v i s i b l e to most of the windows, as well as numerous tires in several rooms and
h a l l ,\ a\s Ail recyclable mate r ia l s had been removed from the bui ld ings leaving insula t ion
scat ered throughout , t here are numerous piles of debris throughout the site, w i t h some
conuunmg drums of u n k n o w n contents

1 . 4 State and local ac t ions to date

1 he I l l i n o i s FPA performed an inspection of the faci l i ty to determine if an action was
requred. The I l l i n o i s FPA recommended to the I l l ino is Attorney General that remedial
action was required at t h e site The Attorney General referred the site to th; U.S EPA

Current Act iv i t i e s
1 . Response act iv i t i e> to date (9 15-03 to 9-23-03)

F < R S contractor remobed to the site to initiated disposal of waste mateiials.

N >n-ha/ardous solid-, located in am' around bui lding H are being loadec into roll-off boxe
for Disposal, currently s, -oll-offs ha- •• been removed to date.

Approximately 1000 ' o n s o l , . ' c l iqu id from an abandoned tanker w, ju >
9 16-01.

I he b u l k asbestos debris is currently in a roll-off awaiting disposal. A small volume of
ions • A( \1 wa.s removed irom rooms in b u i l d i n g H and the pipe chase am, included in th is
r o l l - i f f



• he gray non-ha/ardous solids are being repackaged into new drums for disposal.
he cubic yard boxes containing bags of a non-ha/ardous whi te povvdei were shipped on

Act \ i t i e s from (9/23/03 to 10 /17 '03)

( 'ompleted disposal of non-regulated solids in the area of bui ld ing H, totaling some
122 tons.

« Che 20 yd r o l l - o f f o f asbestos debris was transported for disposal.

lie in tac t asbestos pipe wrap located in the pipe chase was sealed ,vith visqueen.

Completed board-up of b u i l d i n g A. p r imar i ly the front and west entrances and several
w i n d o w s

Disposal completed of r ema in ing containers, cylinders, empty drums and trash.

* Demobe all personnel and equipment .

Planned Removal Actions
No addi t iona l removal a c t i v i t i e s arc planned at th i s t ime

R F S i ' l FS A C H I F V F 1 )

The ' i i i t i a l action was to inclucl remo\al of loose ACM throughout bui ld ing A and I I > 'h ich
w a s in ter -mingled wi th a substa > a l amount of debris, followed by abatement of the
remaining ACM by the si te de ">er. When the development fell through the planm.
act ion at the site was placed on , K , i d . Several months later additional dumping of ACiVi at
the ^ , ' e p rompted the Agency to "ntiate action to remove loose ACM that was outside 'M
containers, drums and cylinders, and the residual waste materials from the ibandoned iced
; , , J . | . I M , . • inipa 'n ! IH- c i . " i , ; l " -'""' ' i ' h i " v e : i , along w i tb p rov ' , l ing a d d i t i o n a l sccur;"
t h r o i gh fenc ing the nor th side ol the property and repairing board-up in b u i l d i n g A.



Nevt Steps
Inves t iga te any possible cost recovery options.

Key Issues
Wo k was delayed for approximately one week due to a haulers strike, w h i c h prevented
disposal ac t iv i ty

Estimated Costs *

Total To %
Budgeted Date Remaining Remaining

Extramural Costs

F R ' < S Cleanup Contractor $250,000.00 $199,000.00 $51,000.00 20.40%

R S I S I ' \ R 1 S9.450.00 S9.450.00 SO.00 0.00%

Intramural Costs

Total Site Costs S259.450.00 S208.450.00 $51.000.00

*• 1 he above accounting of expenditures is an estimate based on figures known to the OSC at
the tune this report was written. The OSC" does not necessarily receive specific figures on
final payments made to any contractor!s). Other financial data w h i c h the OSC1 must rely upon
may not be en t i r e ly up-lo-date. fhe cost accounting provided in this report does not
n c c c > s a i i l y represent an exact monetary figure which the government may include in any
c l a n i for cost recoverv

Disposit ion of Wastes
< h ) d e i - 22 10 /201 Acetech, Aurora, IF

Asbestos Debris 20 uts 09'25 03 Republic Services/
Three Oaks. Ml

Haivm. Fiq. I 7 drums 09/23/03 PCI, F. Chicago. IN
11,8634945

Hanun. I iq. Corr 2 drums 09'30/01 i;s L iqu ids / Detriot
MI M19K,

Non ha/, sludge 41 drum. ) 9 3 < " 0 3

< on > s i v e Flu. I 000 gal. 09 1603 Mich igan Disposal
B e l l e v i l l e . M l



MI 9U9855

Ha/ Solids 1 I drums 09''30-'03 US F iqu ids
Detriot. M l
MI 9161236

('on Fiq. 2 drums " "

( 'on Fiq. 5 drums

Sodium Hydroxide 5 drums " "

("on Fiq Cr 1 2 d i u m s 09/3003 US Fiquids
Detriot, MI
MI 9161252

Hamin . ( 'orr 2 drums " "

\on ha/ sludge 9 drums " "

Non regulated Solids 122 tons 09/F' i Newion County
t « i F a n d f i l l

09 29/03 Brook, IK

w w \ . epaosc.net arcoresearchlab


